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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Geraldine
Moore

person

Moore, Geraldine, 1929-
Alternative Names: Geraldine Moore; Gerry Moore

Life Dates: October 29, 1929-

Place of Birth: Chicago, Illinois, USA

Residence: Chicago, IL

Occupations: Drummer

Biographical Note

Drummer Geraldine "Gerry" Moore has spent her lifetime entertaining as a drummer.
Born on October 29, 1929 in Chicago, Illinois to Guy and Violet Moore, she grew up
attending public schools in Chicago and New Orleans, Louisiana, after her mother died
while she was a young girl.

Moore set her sights on making music. Her aunt wanted her to take piano lessons in
order to play music in church, but Moore wanted to play popular, secular music.

Once in high school, Moore played the valve trombone, which her aunt also
disapproved
of because of the way it disjointed her jaw. She eventually began to play
the drums
instead with the concert and marching band at Booker T. Washington High
School in
New Orleans.

Since high school, Moore has played with various bands, ensembles and groups. She
has done shows throughout the United States with traveling groups, such as: the Birdy
(Lady Bird) Davis All Star Girl Band, the Phill Cheatum Quintet, the Teddy King
Rhythem
& Blues Band, the Alvin Cash Band, the Lady Bird Organ All-Girl Trio and
the Lady
Bird - Two Plus Two quartet with two girls and two men. She also performed
with the
legendary comic Moms Mabley.

In 1999, the storyline of Moore's musical career was featured in Regina Taylor's play,
"Oo-Bla-Dee: Ladies in Jazz." Since 1974, Moore has played with The Organization
Ensemble of Dave Anderson and Mars Catchum and, since 2001, with the KCR Lady's
Jazz
Ensemble.
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Related Entries

James R. Doolittle, Jr. Elementary School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Benjamin W. Raymond Elementary School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

McDonogh Elementary School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Langford Academy [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Thomy Lafon School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Booker T. Washington High School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Wendell Phillips Academy High School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Birdie Davis All Star Girl Band [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Phill Cheatum Quintet [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Teddy King Rhythm & Blues Band [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Alvin Cash Band
[employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Lady Bird Organ All-Girl Trio [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Lady Bird – Two Plus Two Quartet [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Organization Ensemble [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

KCR Ladies Jazz Ensemble [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]
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