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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Raymond Haysbert,
Sr.

person

Haysbert, Raymond, 1920-2010
Alternative Names: Raymond Haysbert, Sr.; Raymond Haysbert, Sr.

Life Dates: January 19, 1920-May 24, 2010

Place of Birth: Cincinnati, Ohio, USA

Residence: Baltimore, Maryland

Occupations: Business Chief Executive

Biographical Note

Prominent Baltimore businessman Raymond Haysbert was born in a slum in Cincinnati
on January 19, 1920. Haysbert was the fourth of eight children, and three of his younger
siblings died while he was still a child. His father moved away when he was eight
years
old, and with the Depression following soon after, Haysbert and his three brothers
went
to work. He continued with school, and after graduating he enlisted in an ROTC
program at Wilberforce University in Ohio. Haysbert was forced to drop out of school
his third year to make money, and when World War II broke out, he joined up with the
Tuskegee Airmen in Italy.

After returning from the war, Haysbert married his college sweetheart, Carol Roberts,
to whom he had been introduced by Henry Parks in 1952. Parks had opened up his
Baltimore
sausage factory only a year before, and was struggling to make a go of it in
an environment
filled with bigotry. Haysbert and Parks partnered and began selling
Parks Sausage
throughout Baltimore, delivering fresh sausages daily to stores. The
strategy was
a success, and by 1955 Parks Sausage was a sponsor of the World Series.
The company,
which had reported losses in its first two years in existence, was
reporting gross
annual profits of $6 million by 1966 and $9 million in 1968. Parks
Sausage became
the first black-owned company to go public in 1969.

Following on his successes, Haysbert was named president of the company in 1974, and
when the company was sold to a conglomerate in 1977, he made more than $1 million.
By the mid-1980s, Parks Sausage was making almost $30 million a year, and Haysbert
was serving on several boards of directors, including on the Baltimore Federal Reserve.
By the 1990s, however, things were not so good. Corporate clients buying massive
quantities
began finding other suppliers and health consciousness hurt sales. After a
heart attack
in 1994, Haysbert handed over the presidency to his son, Reginald, but
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remained on
as CEO. At the same time, he bought back the 49 percent of the company
owned by Sara
Lee, making Haysbert a 97.5 percent owner of the company. Creditors
continued to add
up, however, and by 1995, Parks was sold.

Today, Haysbert is still active on the front of encouraging African American-owned
businesses, and is president of a family catering business, Forum Caterers. In light
of
his recent heart troubles, he has also become active with the American Heart
Association,
serving as honorary chairman of Operation Heartbeat.

Mr. Haysbert passed away on May 24, 2010.
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