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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Fred Davis

person

Davis, Fred, 1934-
Alternative Names: Fred Davis;

Life Dates: May 8, 1934-May 12, 2020

Place of Birth: Memphis, Tennessee, USA

Residence: Memphis, TN

Work: Memphis, TN

Occupations: Civil Rights Leader; Entrepreneur

Biographical Note

Rising to become the first black chairman of the Memphis City Council, Fred L. Davis
was born in Memphis, Tennessee, on May 8, 1934. After graduating from Manassas
High
School in Memphis in 1953, Davis went to Tennessee State University. After he
graduated
in 1957 with his BS, Davis entered the Army and served in France for two
years. After
returning from the Army, he began pursuing his Master's Degree at
Memphis State University.
Before graduating with his Master's, Davis was elected to
serve on the city council.

Davis opened his own insurance agency, Fred L. Davis Insurance, in 1967. The agency
was one of the first African American-owned insurance agencies in the South. When
the sanitation workers of Memphis went on strike in 1968, Davis was serving on the
city council. Siding with the strikers, Davis urged the city to recognize their union.
Over the course of several months, there was violence by the police against the strikers
when they would march, and leaders from the NAACP and the Southern Christian
Leadership
Conference came to support the strike. It was this strike that brought Dr.
Martin
Luther King, Jr. to Memphis, where he was assassinated on April 4, 1968, and
the strike
ended soon thereafter. Davis later became the first African American
chairman of the
Memphis City Council.

Fred Davis Insurance is one of the most respected companies in Memphis, growing
from
a small office to a powerhouse of sales. Davis himself is very active in the
community,
serving on the board of directors of the Assissi Foundation, as a trustee of
the Community
Foundation, a director of the Memphis Leadership Foundation and a
past president of
the University of Memphis Society. He has been presented with the
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Humanitarian of
the Year Award by the National Council of Christians and Jews and
the Communicator
of the Year Award by the Public Relations Society. Davis is married
with three children
and two grandchildren.

Davis was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on June 23, 2003.

Davis passed away on May 12, 2020.

Related Entries

Manassas High School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Hyde Park Elementary School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Tennessee State University [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Bachelor of Science

Fred L. Davis Insurance [employeeOf]
[from 1967 to ?]

Founder

Memphis City Council [employeeOf]
[from 1968 to ?]

City Councilman

Riverfront Commission [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Assissi Foundation [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Director

Shelby State Community College Foundation [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Director

AXA Equitable Liberty Bowl [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Director

Hope Foundation [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Director

Memphis Chamber of Commerce [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]
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Director

State Technical Institute Foundation [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Director

Mid-South Minority Business Council [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Director

Brannon-McCullough Health Center [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Director

Memphis Leadership Foundation [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Director

Society of Entrepreneurs [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Director

Better Business Bureau [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Director

University of Memphis Society [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

President

Center City Commission [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

President

National League of Cities [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Kiwanis [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Director

Mason & Shriner [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

33rd Degree



file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/eAC/html/A2003_140_eAC.html[5/30/2023 7:36:06 pM]


	Local Disk
	file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/EAC/html/A2003_140_EAC.html


