
file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/eAC/html/A2005_227_eAC.html[5/30/2023 7:40:23 pM]

Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Gregory Wayne
Jones

person

Jones, Gregory Wayne, 1948-
Alternative Names: Gregory Wayne Jones;

Life Dates: December 29, 1948-

Place of Birth: Newark, Ohio, USA

Residence: Calabasas, CA

Occupations: Insurance Executive

Biographical Note

Insurance executive Gregory Wayne Jones was born December 29, 1948 in Newark,
Ohio
to Newark natives, Mildred Jean Weaver Jones and Gordon Lewis Jones. One of
his ancestors
built the Bethel A.M.E. Church in Newark in 1841 and many were
pioneers at Wilberforce
University. He attended Woodside Elementary School, Central
Junior High School, and
graduated from Newark High School in 1967. Jones joined
State Farm in 1968. In 1975,
Jones earned his B.A. degree in business from Franklin
University and his M.A. degree
in 1981 from Hood College. He also attended the
University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton
Business School and has earned the Chartered
Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU)
designation.

Following a number of promotions, Jones was appointed division manager of State
Farm
Insurance’s Pennsylvania Region in 1983; executive assistant to the President’s
Office
in 1985; deputy regional vice president in the Northern California Region in
1998;
and regional vice president in the South Coast Region in 1993. He became vice
president
of California and president of State Farm General Company in 1998 and was
appointed
senior vice president in California for State Farm Mutual Insurance
Companies and
president and CEO of State Farm General Insurance Company in 2001.
Jones is the first
African American president and CEO in State Farm Insurance’s
history. Jones serves
on the board of directors of State Farm General Insurance
Company.

Before he was 25 years old, Jones started an NAACP branch, was chairman of a $2
million
community action agency, and hosted a community service radio program. He
is the founder
of 100 Black Men of Sonoma County, California and has served on the
national board
of directors of 100 Black Men. He is a chairman of the board of the Los
Angeles Urban
League, the California Education for Excellence Foundation, the Los
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Angeles Sports
Council, and Operation Hope. Jones is past chairman of Junior
Achievement of Southern
California and is a member of the board of trustees of
Franklin University and the
National Urban League. Jones was a recipient of
Empowerment Achievement Award in 1995;
Dollars and Sense Magazine’s Corporate
Trailblazer Award in 1998; and was the 2000
honoree of the Insurance Industry
Charitable Fund.

Related Entries

Newark High School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Woodside Elementary School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Central Junior High School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Ohio State University at Newark [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Franklin University [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

State Farm [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

President & CEO

Achievement Matters [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Creator

100 Black Men [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]
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