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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Louis O'Neil
Dore

person

Dore, Louis O’Neil, 1945-
Alternative Names: Louis O'Neil Dore;

Life Dates: March 14, 1945-September 16, 2019

Place of Birth: Beaufort, South Carolina, USA

Residence: Beaufort, SC

Work: Beaufort, SC

Occupations: Trial Lawyer

Biographical Note

Trial lawyer Louis O’Neil Dore was the fifth of nine children born to Emily and
Hezekiah
Dore. He was born on March 14, 1945 in Beaufort, South Carolina. In the
1950s, Dore’s
father changed the family name to Dore from Doe because he felt that
Doe was a common
name for anonymous persons.
Dore attended Robert Smalls
Elementary School and heard Benjamin E. Mays speak at
an assembly there. In 1963,
Dore graduated from high school and was accepted into
Morehouse College. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. was the commencement speaker at his
graduation in 1967. Dore
obtained a teacher’s certificate from Georgia State College
and his J.D. degree from the
University of Georgia. He was one of only four African
Americans in his law school
class.

Dore worked tirelessly to help bring about changes in health and economic
development
in many areas of South Carolina, including Beauford, Hilton Head and
Daufuskie Island.
He worked with the Beauford-Jasper County Comprehensive Health
Department as the legal
officer, drafting contracts and deeds, writing grants, obtaining
funds and petitioning
for African American doctors to have the right to treat patients in
local hospitals.

In 1980, Dore was the only African American plaintiff trial lawyer in Jasper County,
South Carolina, and he became the first African American attorney to make senior
partner
in a white law firm. Dore became the managing partner of his own law firm in
1991.
Both of his sons are attorneys in his firm.

Dore has served as a member of the Board of Trustees of the Penn School, Benedict
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College, and Beauford Memorial Hospital, and as a board member of the South
Carolina
State Board of Education.

Dore lives in Beauford, South Carolina with his wife, Vernita.

Dore was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on January 31, 2007.

Dore passed away on September 16, 2019.

Related Entries

Morehouse College [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Clark Atlanta University [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

University of Georgia School of Law [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Robert Smalls School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Dore Law Firm [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Lawyer and Founder

St. Helena High School [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Teacher

Beaufort-Jasper Comprehensive Health Services, Inc. [employeeOf]
[from 1973 to ?]

Legal Officer

Moss, Bailey, Dore and Kuhn [employeeOf]
[from 1976 to ?]

Lawyer

South Carolina State Board of Education [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Chairman

Board of Trustees for Benedict College [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Board

Board of Trustees for The Penn Center [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]
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Board

Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Member

Beaufort County Democratic Party [memberOf]
[from 1970 to ?]

Chairman

The South Carolina Democratic Party [memberOf]
[from 1970 to ?]

Executive Counsel


	Local Disk
	file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/EAC/html/A2007_038_EAC.html


