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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Joe Dickson

person

Dickson, Joe, 1933-2018
Alternative Names: Joe Dickson;

Life Dates: March 5, 1933-July 21, 2018

Place of Birth: Montgomery, Alabama, USA

Residence: Birmingham, AL

Occupations: Civic Leader

Biographical Note

Civic leader Joe Dickson was born on March 5, 1933, in Montgomery, Alabama, to
Mary
Rachael and Robert Dickson. Dickson was raised by his widowed mother and his
aunt
Gertrude; he attended a Catholic elementary school before the family moved to the
projects in Birmingham in 1939. Dickson graduated from Fairfield Industrial High
School
in 1950, and worked as a welder until he entered the United States Army.

Dickson then enrolled in Miles College from which he received his B.A. degree in
sociology.
While at Miles College, Dickson was involved in the civil rights marches
and selective
buying campaigns; he was arrested along with Rev. Fred L. Shuttlesworth
and other
civil rights activists in front of the federal court house in Birmingham. In the
1960s,
Dickson joined A.G. Gaston’s Washington Insurance Company as an insurance
agent, working
in six different counties. Dickson also worked with the Urban League
and acted as
the deputy director for an experimental demonstration project at Miles
College that
trained African Americans for jobs within the community.

In 1970, Dickson attended Howard University Law School from which he earned his
J.D.
degree in 1973. Dickson then returned to Alabama and formed his own real estate
and
construction company. Dickson was the President of the Alabama Republican
Council
for a number of years and was asked to work for the former governor of
Alabama, Guy
Hunt, as the Assistant of Minority Affairs in 1988. Dickson began
working with the
Birmingham World newspaper in 1987 and in 1989 returned to run
the paper. Dickson married Dr. Charlie
Mae Dickson; together they had eight adult
children.

Dickson passed away on July 21, 2018.
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Related Entries

Fairfield Industrial High School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Robinson Elementary School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Miles College [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Howard University School of Law [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Urban League [employeeOf]
[from ? to 1967]

Project Assist coordinator

[employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Vulcan Real Estate Investment Corporation [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Booker T. Washington Insurance Company [employeeOf]
[from 1960 to ?]

Insurance agent

Blue Cross and Blue Shield [employeeOf]
[from 1967 to 1968]

Salesman

Century 21 Real Estate [employeeOf]
[from 1976 to ?]

Manager

State of Alabama [employeeOf]
[from 1987 to ?]

assistant for minority affairs

Birmingham World [employeeOf]
[from 1989 to ?]

Editor In Chief

State of Alabama [employeeOf]
[from 1990 to ?]

state personnel board

Alabama Republican Council [memberOf]
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[from ? to ?]

President

National Black Republican Council [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Member

Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Member

Urban League of Greater Atlanta [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Member

Afro American Contractors Association [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Member
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