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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Sarann Knight
Preddy

person

Preddy, Sarann Knight
Alternative Names: Sarann Knight Preddy;

Life Dates: July 27, 1920-December 22, 2014

Place of Birth: Eufaula, Oklahoma, USA

Residence: North Las Vegas, NV

Occupations: Gaming Entrepreneur

Biographical Note

Sarann Knight Preddy was born on July 27, 1920, in the small town of Eufaula,
Oklahoma,
to Carl and Hattie Chiles. Knight Preddy married her first husband, Luther
Walker,
just out of high school. In 1942, she and her family moved to Las Vegas,
Nevada, settling
in the black community on the West Side. Preddy took her first job at
the Cotton
Club as a Keno writer and later became a dealer.

In 1950, Preddy moved to Hawthorne, Nevada, where she was offered the opportunity
to purchase her own gambling establishment; her purchase made her the first African
American woman to own a gaming license in Nevada. Preddy then purchased the
Lincoln
Bar, which she later renamed the Tonga Club; the club was successful in the
small
booming town, and she operated the establishment until her return to Las Vegas
in
1957.

Preddy then worked as a dealer until a new ordinance prohibited women from being
employed
as dealers. During that time, Preddy operated several businesses including a
dry cleaner,
a dress shop, and a lounge. Once the ordinance was repealed, Preddy
returned to work
as a dealer at Jerry’s Nugget where she remained for seven years.

In 1990, Preddy turned her focus to restoring the previous glamour of Las Vegas’ first
integrated casino; she and her third husband, Joe Preddy, purchased the Moulin Rouge.
Despite their best efforts, they were unable to secure the financing needed and
eventually
sold the Moulin Rouge to a developer. Preddy made many contributions to
the state
of Nevada through her involvement with the NAACP; she also worked to
preserve the
history of Las Vegas through her efforts to place the Moulin Rouge on the
National
Register of Historic Places.
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Preddy passed away on December 22, 2014 at the age of 94.

Sarann Knight Preddy was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on April 4, 2007.

Related Entries

Dunbar High School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

The Cotton Club [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Keno writer/dealer

The Tonga Club [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Owner

The Louisiana Club [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Dealer

Town Tavern [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Dealer

Jerry's Nugget Casino [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Dealer

Sarann's Fashions [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Owner

Sarann's Cleaners [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Owner

Ruben's Supper Club [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Playhouse Lounge [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Owner

People's Choice Casino [employeeOf]
[from 1980 to 1987]

Owner

Moulin Rouge Hotel [employeeOf]
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[from 1985 to 1997]

Owner

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

President of Hawthorne Chapter, V.P. of Vegas chapter

Gamma Phi Delta Sorority [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Member

Las Vegas Historical Society [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Las Vegas Walk of Stars [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Ebony Fashion Faire [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]
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