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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Lorenzo Creighton

person

Creighton, Lorenzo, 1953-
Alternative Names: Lorenzo Creighton;

Life Dates: January 5, 1953-

Place of Birth: Waterloo, Iowa, USA

Residence: Las Vegas, NV

Occupations: Gaming Executive

Biographical Note

Gaming executive Lorenzo David Creighton was born on January 5, 1953 to David and
Lucille Fox Creighton in Waterloo, Iowa. In 1975, Creighton received his B.A. degree
in political science from Luther College in Decorah, Iowa. Creighton’s first job was
as
an interviewer with the Pre-Trial Release Project for the Iowa Department of
Corrections.
He worked in community affairs and served as marketing director for the
National Bank
of Waterloo from 1978 to 1985.

At the age of thirty-one, Creighton decided to attend Drake Law School in Des Moines
and obtained his J.D. degree in 1988. He then worked as a labor contract negotiator
and
consultant for the Iowa Department of Personnel. In 1989, Creighton became the
deputy director of the Iowa Racing and Gaming Commission. After six months, Iowa
legislature
passed the Riverboat Gambling Bill and gave the regulatory authority to the
Iowa Racing
and Gaming Commission. Creighton was responsible for writing the
regulations for
the riverboat gaming industry. The first casino opened in 1991, and
Creighton became
interested in pursuing a career in the gaming industry.

Creighton has held several positions within the gaming industry including Executive
Director of the Mississippi Gaming Commission; an executive position with the Lady
Luck in Natchez, Mississippi; general manager of the President Casinos in St. Louis,
Missouri and vice president of operations for Bally’s Casino in New Orleans,
Louisiana.
In 2002, Creighton became President of the Flamingo Hilton in Las Vegas.
The MGM
Mirage named Creighton President and COO of the New York New York
Hotel and Casino
in 2005, making Creighton the first African American property
President on the Las
Vegas strip. Creighton and his wife, Lisa, have five children.

Lorenzo Creighton was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on April 4, 2007.
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Related Entries

Longfellow Elementary School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Mckinstry Elementary School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Luther College [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Drake University [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

State of Iowa [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Judicial Magistrate

Department of Corrections [employeeOf]
[from 1977 to 1978]

Corrections Supervisor/Manager

National Bank of Waterloo [employeeOf]
[from 1978 to 1985]

Community Affairs/Marketing Director

Iowa Civil Rights Commission [employeeOf]
[from 1984 to 1985]

Commissioner of the ICRC

Illinois Departmen of Personnel [employeeOf]
[from 1987 to 1989]

Management Specialist

Illinois Racing Gaming Commission [employeeOf]
[from 1989 to 1992]

deputy directorDeputy Director

Mississippi Gaming Commission [employeeOf]
[from 1992 to 1993]

Executive Director

President Casinos [employeeOf]
[from 1993 to 1995]

General Manager

Bally’s Casino [employeeOf]
[from 1995 to 2001]
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Vice President of Operations

Park Place Entertainment [employeeOf]
[from 2001 to 2002]

Vice President of Government and Community Affairs

Flamingo Hilton [employeeOf]
[from 2002 to 2005]

President

New York-New York Hotel & Casino [employeeOf]
[from 2005 to ?]

President and Chief Operating Officer

Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Member

Usher's New Look [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Member
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