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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Ada Anderson

person

Anderson, Ada
Alternative Names: Ada Anderson;

Life Dates: October 2, 1921-June 3, 2021

Place of Birth: Austin, Texas, USA

Residence: Austin, TX

Work: Austin, TX

Occupations: Civic Leader

Biographical Note

Civic leader and philanthropist Ada Anderson has been highly acclaimed for her civil
rights work. She was born October 2, 1921 in Austin, Texas to Cecilia and Walter
Collins – the fourth of nine children. In 1937, Anderson graduated from L.C. Anderson
High School which remained segregated until 1971. She went on to Tillotson College,
graduating with her B.S. degree in home economics in 1941.

After college, Anderson worked for the Texas Employment Commission as an
employment
counselor creating workshops and seminars on dealing with finances,
aimed particularly
at women. She went on to teach for the Austin Independent School
District and worked
as a psychometrist. In 1951, she finished the coursework for a M.S.
degree in library
science. However, she could not complete the degree as the school
would not allow
her to attend the program’s required fieldwork at the state library. This
experience
enforced Anderson’s commitment to civil rights. In 1951, she gained co-
ownership
of the real estate and insurance firm Anderson-Wormley with her husband,
Andy Anderson. Two years later she helped found the Austin chapter
of Jack and Jill of
America and worked as both a National corresponding secretary and its South Central
regional
director. In 1965, Anderson earned her M.S. degree in educational psychology
at the
University of Texas at Austin and completed graduate courses in business and
finance
at Northwestern University. A landmark election occurred in 1982 when
Anderson was
the first African American to win a countywide election in Travis
County to serve
on the Austin Community College Board.

Anderson is the recipient of many accolades including her entrance in the Texas Black
Women’s Hall of Fame and the African American Women’s Hall of Fame both in 1986.
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In 1992 she was named Woman of the Year by the Women’s Symphony League of
Austin and
in 1999 she co-chaired the Mayor’s Blue Ribbon Task Force for the Austin
Independent
School District. Her ties to the school board remained strong and in 2006
she was
celebrated by the Austin School District Board of Trustees as an Outstanding
Alumna
in their Alumni Hall of Fame.

Ada Anderson was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on May 13 and 14, 2010.

Anderson passed away on June 3, 2021.

Related Entries

L.C. Anderson High School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

University of Chicago Booth School of Business [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Huston-Tillotson University [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

B.S.

University of Texas at Austin [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

M.Ed

Austin Independent School District [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Psychometrist

Texas Employment Commission [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Counselor

Anderson-Wormley Real Estate [employeeOf]
[from 1953 to ?]

Partner

Long Center for the Performing Arts [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Board Member

St. Ward's Hopsital Foundation Board [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Board Member

University of Texas at Austin College of Education Advisory Board [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Board Member



file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/eAC/html/A2010_011_eAC.html[5/30/2023 7:42:57 pM]

University of Texas at Austin Development Board [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Board

Mental Health Association [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Girl Scouts of the USA [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Austin Museum of Art [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Board

Austin Lyric Opera [memberOf]
[from 1986 to ?]

Board
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