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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Dori Wilson

person

Wilson, Dori, 1943-
Alternative Names: Dori Wilson;

Life Dates: October 15, 1943-February 1, 2021

Place of Birth: Winona, Mississippi, USA

Residence: Chicago, IL

Work: Chicago, IL

Occupations: Fashion Model; Public Relations Executive

Biographical Note

Publicist and model Dori Wilson was born in Winona, Mississippi. At the age of seven,
Wilson moved to Chicago, Illinois. She attended Farren School, Shakespeare
Elementary
School, and Hyde Park High School. She continued her education at
Roosevelt University,
where she graduated with her B.A. degree.

Upon her graduation from Hyde Park High School, Wilson began working for
Goldblatt’s
in the Accounts Payable Adjusting Department in 1961. Wilson then moved
to Compton
Advertising, Inc., where she worked as a secretary and assistant producer.
She also
started her part-time modeling career and became the first African American
runway
model in Chicago, Illinois in 1964. Wilson began her modeling career by
working for
Marshall Field & CO. and Carson Pirie Scott. In 1968, Wilson joined
Foote, Cone &
Belding and on their advertising project with Sears, Roebuck & Co.
During the project,
she also worked as a model and instructor at Sears, Roebuck, and
Co. Charm School.
She was promoted in 1970 to director of fashion and casting at
Foote, Cone & Belding,
where she cast models and helped producers during shoots.
During this time, she continued
to model and starred in numerous fashion shows,
advertisements, and events, including
Gucci’s Fall 1970 campaign and the Dress
Horsemen and Trophy Board Annual Benefit
Fashion Spectacular in 1975. In 1980,
Wilson began her successful entrepreneurial
career with the opening of Dori Wilson
Public Relations, a firm whose clients have
included the City of Chicago, Tiffany &
Co., and the NAACP Legal Defense Fund. The
following year, Wilson helped form The
Chicago Academy for the Arts.
Wilson has been a member of the Girl Scouts of
Chicago’s Association Board for over
thirty years. She has also been listed in Who’s
Who Among Black Americans and in Donna Ballard’s book, Doing It For Ourselves:
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Success Stories of African American Women in Business, which was published in
1997. In 2008, she was honored in an evening of recognition
at the Stanley
Paul/Raelene Mittelman Scholarship Benefit.

Wilson lives in Chicago, Illinois.

Dori Wilson was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on May 25, 2010 and July 16,
2017.

Wilson passed away on February 1, 2021.

Related Entries

Lincoln Elementary School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

John Farren Elementary School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Ariel Community Academy [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Hyde Park Academy High School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Roosevelt University [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Woolworth's Department Store [employeeOf]
[from 1958 to 1961]

Cashier

Goldblatt's [employeeOf]
[from 1961 to 1964]

Clerk

Compton Advertising [employeeOf]
[from 1964 to 1968]

Executive secretary

Foote, Cone and Belding [employeeOf]
[from 1968 to 1981]

Assistant TV Producer, Casting Director

Dori Wilson Public Relations [employeeOf]
[from 1981 to ?]

Owner, President

WMAQ-TV [employeeOf]
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[from ? to ?]

Talk Show Host

Common Threads [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Board of Directors

Chicago International Film Festival [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Emeritus Board

Chicago Council on Foreign Relations [memberOf]
[from 2010 to ?]

Girl Scouts of the USA [memberOf]
[from 2010 to ?]

Associate Board

Columbia College [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Board Member

Harold Washington Library [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Board Member

Loyola University Chicago [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Boardmember

Chicago Academy for the Arts [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Chicago Heart Association [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Board

Chicago Hearing Society [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

board

National Kidney Foundation [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Board

Brookfield Zoo [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Board
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Lawson House YMCA [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Board
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