
file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/eAC/html/A2014_073_eAC.html[5/30/2023 7:45:19 pM]

Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Ernie Suggs

person

Suggs, Ernie, 1967-
Alternative Names: Ernie Suggs;

Life Dates: March 18, 1967-

Place of Birth: Brooklyn, New York, USA

Residence: Smyrna, GA

Work: Atlanta, GA

Occupations: Journalist

Biographical Note

Journalist Ernie Suggs was born in 1967 in Brooklyn, New York. He entered into
college
at North Carolina Central University in 1985, where he was editor and chief and
sports
editor for the college’s award winning newspaper, The Campus Echo , and a
member of the Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity. He graduated in 1990, with his B.A.
degree
in English Literature.

In 1990, Suggs was awarded an internship by the National Association of Black
Journalists
(NABJ) to work for Gannett Newspapers based in White Plains, New York.
He returned
to Durham, North Carolina in 1992, as a writer for The Herald-Sun . In
1996, Suggs was awarded a fellowship from the Education Writers Association,
which
culminated in his seventeen piece series Fighting to Survive: Historically Black
Colleges and Universities Face the 21st Century
. He went on to become a reporter at
the Atlanta Journal-Constitution in 1997, where he covered politics, civil rights and
race. In 2001, Suggs authored
the Aetna African American History Calendar, which
was focused on Historically Black
Colleges and Universities (HBCUs).

Suggs’ series on HBCUs was the most in-depth newspaper examination of the topic
ever
undertaken, and was recognized for many awards: Journalist of the Year from the
American
Association of University Professors; First Place, Salute to Excellence
Journalism
Award for Investigative Reporting from the National Association of Black
Journalists;
Journalist of the Year from the North Carolina Black Publishers
Association; Journalist
of the Year from the North Carolina Press Association; and was
nominated for a Pulitzer
Prize. In 2002, he was named director of Region IV of the
NABJ, and became vice-president
of the organization in 2005. Suggs was chosen for
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the prestigious Nieman Fellowship
at Harvard University in 2008, and in 2009, he
joined the Nieman Foundation’s board.
In 2010, he was the keynote speaker at 61st
Annual Honors Convocation at North Carolina
Central University; and he was given
the Pioneer Black Journalist Award by NABJ in
2013.

Ernie Suggs was interviewed by The History Makers on February 18, 2014.

Related Entries

PS 241 Emma L Johnston School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

J W Parker Middle School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

G R Edwards Middle School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Rocky Mount High School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

North Carolina Central University [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

B.A.

Harvard University [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Graduate Certificate

Gannet Westchester Newspapers [employeeOf]
[from 1990 to 1992]

Government Reporter

Durham Herald-Sun [employeeOf]
[from 1992 to 1997]

Education Reporter

Atlanta Journal-Constitution [employeeOf]
[from 1997 to ?]

Race and Political

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. [memberOf]
[from 1989 to ?]

Member

Atlanta Association of Black Journalists [memberOf]
[from 1997 to ?]

VP and Student Liason
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National Association of Black Journalists [memberOf]
[from 2003 to 2009]

National Vice President, Southeast Director

Nieman Foundation - Harvard [memberOf]
[from 2009 to ?]

Board of Trustees

NCCU College of Arts and Sciences [memberOf]
[from 2012 to ?]

Board of Trustees
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