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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Norma Adams-Wade

person

Adams-Wade, Norma, 1944-
Alternative Names: Norma Adams-Wade;

Life Dates: June 14, 1944-

Place of Birth: Dallas, Texas, USA

Residence: Dallas, TX

Work: Dallas, TX

Occupations: Journalist

Biographical Note

Journalist Norma Adams-Wade was born in Dallas, Texas to Frank and Nettie Adams.
She
attended public schools and graduated from Lincoln High School in South Dallas,
Texas.
Adams-Wade went on to graduate from the University of Texas at Austin in
1966 with
her B.S. degree in journalism. She also pursued graduate studies at Amber
University
in Garland, Texas and completed the Institute for Journalism Education’s
summer editor
training program at the University of Arizona in Tucson.

In 1966, Adams-Wade was hired by Collins Radio Company as a copyeditor for
technical
equipment manuals in the National Aeronautics and Space Administration’s
Apollo Space
Program. From 1968 to 1972, she worked for Bloom Advertising Agency
as an advertising
copywriter and production assistant. From 1972 until 1974, she served
as a reporter
and editor’s assistant at The Dallas Post Tribune. Then, in 1974, Adams-
Wade was hired as the first African American full-time general
reporter for The Dallas
Morning News, where she has served as a senior staff writer and columnist. As a senior
staff writer,
she covered general assignments, federal courts, consumer affairs, ethnic
affairs,
and neighborhood news. Adams-Wade created The Dallas Morning News’
Black History Month series in 1985, and, in 1988, helped launch The News’ Metro
South Bureau. She retired from her position in 2002, but has continued to work
as a
contract columnist.

Adams-Wade was a founding member of the National Association of Black Journalists
(NABJ) in 1975. She was also the founding director of NABJ’s Region VII, a founding
coordinator of Blacks in Mass Media of Dallas and Fort Worth, and served as
scholarship
chair for the Dallas-Fort Worth Association of Black Communicators.
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Adams-Wade is
a lifelong member of Mt. Horeb Missionary Baptist Church in South
Dallas, where she
has served as a chair soloist, Sunday School and Baptist Training
Union pianist, Junior
Church director, and member of the church Scholarship
Committee. She also founded
the church’s Save the Children family organization that
offers parent training seminars.

Adams-Wade’s many awards and honors include the Dallas-Fort Worth Association of
Black
Communicators’ Lifetime Achievement Award, the Bronze Heritage Award for
preservation
of African American history, Girls Inc. of Metropolitan Dallas’ “She
Knows Where She’s
Going” Award, the NAACP Dallas Chapter’s Juanita Craft Award,
the Dallas Urban League’s
Legacy Award, The Dallas Morning News Joe Dealey
Publisher’s Award, the Southeast Dallas Business and Professional Women’s
Club’s
“Dreammaker” Award, the Top Ladies of Distinction’s Humanitarian Award, the
St.
Phillip’s School and Community Center’s Destiny Award, and the Maurine F. Bailey
Cultural Foundation’s first outstanding community service award.

Adams-Wade lives in Dallas, Texas.

Norma Adams-Wade was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on March 6, 2014 and
March 14, 2017.

Related Entries

H S Thompson Elementary [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Diploma

Lincoln High School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Diploma

University of Texas at Austin [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Bachelor of Journalism

University of North Texas [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Summer Courses

The Robert C. Maynard Institute for Journalism Education [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Faculty Member

The Robert C. Maynard Institute for Journalism Education [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Completed Training

Amberton University [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Completed the Course
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The Daily Texan Student Newspaper, U TX [employeeOf]
[from 1963 to 1966]

Student Reporter

Collins Radio Co. [employeeOf]
[from 1966 to 1968]

Editor/Proofreader

Bloom Advertising Agency [employeeOf]
[from 1968 to 1969]

Production Assistant

Bloom Advertising Agency [employeeOf]
[from 1969 to 1972]

Copywriter

The Dallas Post Tribune [employeeOf]
[from 1972 to 1974]

Assistant to the Editor

The Dallas Morning News [employeeOf]
[from 1974 to 2002]

Senior Staff Writer

The Dallas Morning News [employeeOf]
[from 2002 to ?]

Columnist

Dallas Post Tribune [employeeOf]
[from 1963 to 1966]

Student Intern

Institute for Journalism Education [employeeOf]
[from 1979 to ?]

Faculty

Mt. Horeb Baptist Church [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Youth Leader, Choir Soloist, Church Membership Liaison

Blacks in Mass Media [memberOf]
[from 1974 to 1979]

Founding Coordinator

National Association of Black Journalists [memberOf]
[from 1975 to ?]

Co-founder & Former Regional Director

Dallas Ft. Worth Association of Black Journalists [memberOf]
[from 1981 to ?]



file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/eAC/html/A2014_083_eAC.html[5/30/2023 7:45:20 pM]

Member, Scholarship Banquet Chairwoman

Association of Women Journalists [memberOf]
[from 1990 to ?]

Member
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