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Overview of the Collection

Repository: The HistoryMakers®1900 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60616
info@thehistorymakers.com www.thehistorymakers.com

Creator: Smith, Cheryl, 1958-
Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Cheryl Smith,
Dates: March 7, 2014
Bulk Dates: 2014
Physical Description: 9 uncompressed MOV digital video files (4:08:37).
Abstract: Journalist and publisher Cheryl Smith (1958 - ) was the publisher of I Messenger, The

Garland Journal and Texas Metro News.
She also worked for The Dallas Weekly for
over twenty-five years as a staff writer, executive editor, editor-in-chief and
columnist.
Smith was interviewed by The HistoryMakers® on March 7, 2014, in Dallas, Texas.
This collection is comprised of
the original video footage of the interview.

Identification: A2014_096
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Journalist and publisher Cheryl Lynn Smith was born on June 20, 1958 in Newark, New Jersey to Joseph Smith
and Earline Gadson.
Smith attended public elementary schools in Newark and East Orange, New Jersey, and
graduated from East Orange High School
in 1976. She received her B.S. degree in journalism from Florida A&M
University in 1980, and her M.S. degree in human relations
and business from Amberton University in Dallas,
Texas in 1986.

In 1980, Smith was hired as editor for Capital Outlook News in Tallahassee, Florida. From 1981 to 1984, she
worked as a production coordinator for TV Watch in Dallas, Texas and JC
Penney Life Insurance Company in
Richardson, Texas. In 1987, Smith was hired at The Dallas Weekly, where she served as a staff writer, executive
editor, editor-in-chief and columnist. Smith also worked for five years for
Dallas County Commissioner John
Wiley Price. From 1997 to 2000, she served as executive editor of Future Speak, a weekly newspaper produced by
Dallas area high school and college students for the Dallas Examiner newspaper.

Smith worked as a producer and talk show host at KKDA-AM from 1990 until 2012, and as a show host of PAX-
TV’s “The Ester Davis
Show” from 2010 to 2012. She was also the host of Blog Talk Radio’s “Cheryl’s World,”
and cable television’s “On the Dotted
Line.” In 2011, Smith founded I Messenger Enterprises, where she serves as
publisher and editor of I Messenger, The Garland Journal and Texas Metro News. In addition, she was an associate
professor at Paul Quinn College from 1999 to 2010, and an adjunct professor at the University
of North Texas
from 2002 to 2009.

Smith has served as the president of the Dallas-Fort Worth Association of Black Journalists and the Dallas-Fort
Worth Florida
A&M University National Alumni Association. She was a two-term National Association of Black
Journalists regional director,
and has served as president of the Dallas-Metroplex Council of Black Alumni
Associations. In 1994, she became the first African
American and female to chair the North Texas Health Facilities
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Corporation. Smith has also served on the boards of the Dallas
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Irving Cares and the Leslie K. Bedford Foundation. In 1995, she established
the Don’t Believe the Hype
Foundation.

Smith has won numerous awards, including the Messenger Award from National Newspaper Publishers
Association, the Journalism
Excellence Award from The Dallas Examiner, the Outstanding Journalist Award from
Elite News, the Barry Bingham Sr. Award from the National Conference of Editorial
Writers, as well as multiple
awards from the Texas Publishers Association, the NNPA, the NAACP, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
and the
Dallas-Fort Worth Association of Black Communicators. The National Civil Rights Museum awarded her the
“Invisible
Giant” Award, and in 2005, the Omicron Mu Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
presented her with the “Image
Award.” In 2009, Smith was honored by the Journalism Educator’s Association. She
also received the Outstanding Alumni Award
from the Dallas-Metroplex Council of Black Alumni Associations
and Woman of the Year award from the Women Empowering Women
Foundation.

Since 1992, Smith has been raising her nephew and three nieces: Andre, Alayna, Annya and Ayanna.  

Cheryl Smith was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on March 7, 2014.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Cheryl Smith was conducted by Larry Crowe on March 7, 2014, in Dallas,
Texas, and was recorded on 9 uncompressed MOV digital video files. Journalist and publisher Cheryl Smith (1958
- ) was the publisher
of I Messenger, The Garland Journal and Texas Metro News. She also worked for The Dallas
Weekly for over twenty-five years
as a staff writer, executive editor, editor-in-chief and columnist.

Restrictions

Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright
is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as
correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases
maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:
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Smith, Cheryl, 1958-

Crowe, Larry (Interviewer)

Stearns, Scott (Videographer)

Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Smith, Cheryl, 1958---Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Occupations:

Journalist

Publisher

HistoryMakers® Category:

MediaMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers®
by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with
Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Cheryl Smith, March 7, 2014. The HistoryMakers®
African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created
adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).
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Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track
of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage
Video Oral History Interview with Cheryl Smith, Section A2014_096_001_001, TRT: 1:30:01 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Cheryl Smith, Section A2014_096_001_002, TRT: 2:31:11 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Cheryl Smith, Section A2014_096_001_003, TRT: 3:28:04 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Cheryl Smith, Section A2014_096_001_004, TRT: 4:30:36 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Cheryl Smith, Section A2014_096_001_005, TRT: 5:30:26 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Cheryl Smith, Section A2014_096_001_006, TRT: 6:30:17 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Cheryl Smith, Section A2014_096_001_007, TRT: 7:28:58 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Cheryl Smith, Section A2014_096_001_008, TRT: 8:18:08 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Cheryl Smith, Section A2014_096_001_009, TRT: 9:20:56 ?
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