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Overview of the Collection

Repository: The HistoryMakers®1900 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60616
info@thehistorymakers.com www.thehistorymakers.com

Creator: Jacob, John Edward, 1934-
Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with John E. Jacob,
Dates: September 8, 2014
Bulk Dates: 2014
Physical Description: 14 uncompressed MOV digital video files (7:06:51).
Abstract: Civil rights leader and corporate executive John E. Jacob (1934 - ) was president and

CEO of the National Urban League from
1982 to 1994. Jacob was interviewed by The
HistoryMakers® on September 8, 2014, in Aventura, Florida. This collection is
comprised
of the original video footage of the interview.

Identification: A2014_202
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Civil rights leader and corporate executive John Edward Jacob was born on December 16, 1934 in Trout, Louisiana
to Emory and
Claudia Jacob. Jacob was raised in Houston, Texas and graduated from Jack Yates Senior High
School in 1953. He went on to
attend Howard University, where he received his B.A. degree in economics in 1957
and his M.S.W. degree in 1963.

Jacob first worked as a social worker for the City of Baltimore’s Department of Public Welfare in the early 1960s.
In 1965,
he joined the Washington, D.C. Urban League, where he served as director of education, and then as
acting president. Jacob
became president and chief executive officer of the San Diego, California Urban League in
1970, and was appointed president
and CEO of the Washington, D.C. Urban League in 1975. In 1979, he was hired
as executive vice president and chief operating
officer of the National Urban League, Inc. Then, in 1982, Jacob
was named president and chief executive officer of the National
Urban League, replacing Vernon Jordan. As
president and CEO of the National Urban League, Jacob fought cutbacks in federal
social programs, solidified the
League’s internal structure and expanded its outreach. He established the League’s Permanent
Development Fund,
the Whitney M. Young, Jr. Training Center, the Whitney M. Young, Jr. Race Relations Program, the Whitney
M.
Young, Jr. Commemoration Ceremony, and the NULITES youth-development program. During his time as
president and CEO, Jacob
also authored a syndicated column on national and international issues that appeared
weekly in 600 newspapers.

In 1994, Jacob stepped down as head of the National Urban League and joined Anheuser-Busch Companies, Inc.
as executive vice
president and chief communications officer. Later, he was named executive vice president –
global communications. There,
he chaired Anheuser-Busch’s Charitable Contributions Committee and served as a
member of the company’s Strategy Committee
and Business Practice Committee. He retired in 2008.

Jacob has served on the boards of Anheuser-Busch Companies, Inc.; Coca-Cola Enterprises, Inc.; Morgan Stanley;
LTV Corporation;
NYNEX New York; Continental Corporation; National Westminster Bancorp; the Legal Aid
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Society; the Drucker Foundation; the
National Conference of Christians and Jews; the Economic Policy Institute;
the National Parks Foundation; the Local Initiative
Support Corporation; and the PGA of America. In addition, he
served as chairman of Howard University’s board of trustees.

Jacob’s honors include the National NAACP’s Lifetime Achievement Award, Howard University’s Distinguished
Alumni Award, the
National Network for Social Work Chauncey A. Alexander Lifetime Achievement Award, The
National Action Network “Keeper of
the Dream” Award, United Way of America’s National Professional
Leadership Award, the Laurel Wreath Award from the Kappa Alpha
Psi Fraternity, the International Civil Rights
Walk of Fame, and numerous honorary degrees. In honor of Jacob’s corporate
leadership and contribution, the
Anheuser-Busch Foundation contributed a gift of $1 million to endow the Anheuser-Busch/John
E. Jacob Chair in
the Howard University School of Business, the first endowed chair in the university’s history. In addition,
Anheuser-Busch established the John E. Jacob Community Service Award in recognition of his lifelong
commitment to serving
communities across the United States. In 2012, Jacob and his wife funded the John E. and
Barbara S. Jacob Distinguished Professorship
in the Howard University School of Social Work, the first funded
distinguished professorship in the school’s history.

John E. Jacob was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on September 8, 2014.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with John E. Jacob was conducted by Larry Crowe on September 8, 2014, in
Aventura, Florida, and was recorded on 14 uncompressed MOV digital video files. Civil rights leader and
corporate executive John E. Jacob (1934
- ) was president and CEO of the National Urban League from 1982 to
1994.

Restrictions

Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright
is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as
correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases
maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:
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Jacob, John Edward, 1934-

Crowe, Larry (Interviewer)

Champagne, Curt (Videographer)

Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Jacob, John Edward, 1934---Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Occupations:

Civil Rights Leader

Corporate Executive

HistoryMakers® Category:

CivicMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers®
by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with
Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with John E. Jacob, September 8, 2014. The
HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created
adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).
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Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track
of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage
Video Oral History Interview with John E. Jacob, Section A2014_202_001_001, TRT: 1:35:57 ?
Video Oral History Interview with John E. Jacob, Section A2014_202_001_002, TRT: 2:31:23 ?
Video Oral History Interview with John E. Jacob, Section A2014_202_001_003, TRT: 3:29:46 ?
Video Oral History Interview with John E. Jacob, Section A2014_202_001_004, TRT: 4:30:58 ?
Video Oral History Interview with John E. Jacob, Section A2014_202_001_005, TRT: 5:31:55 ?
Video Oral History Interview with John E. Jacob, Section A2014_202_001_006, TRT: 6:28:42 ?
Video Oral History Interview with John E. Jacob, Section A2014_202_001_007, TRT: 7:30:53 ?
Video Oral History Interview with John E. Jacob, Section A2014_202_001_008, TRT: 8:29:14 ?
Video Oral History Interview with John E. Jacob, Section A2014_202_001_009, TRT: 9:36:22 ?
Video Oral History Interview with John E. Jacob, Section A2014_202_001_010, TRT: 10:28:29 ?
Video Oral History Interview with John E. Jacob, Section A2014_202_001_011, TRT: 11:28:31 ?
Video Oral History Interview with John E. Jacob, Section A2014_202_001_012, TRT: 12:30:38 ?
Video Oral History Interview with John E. Jacob, Section A2014_202_001_013, TRT: 13:32:48 ?
Video Oral History Interview with John E. Jacob, Section A2014_202_001_014, TRT: 14:21:15 ?
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