Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Troy Carter

PERSON

Carter, Troy, 1972-

Alternative Names: Troy Carter;

Life Dates: November 14, 1972-

Place of Birth: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA
Residence: North Hollywood, California
Occupations: Music Manager

Biographical Note

Music manager Troy Carter was born on November 14, 1972 in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. He was raised in West Philadelphia, where he attended Huey Elementary
and Sayre Middle School. In 1990, at the age of seventeen, Carter dropped out of West
Philadelphia High School in pursuit of a career in the music industry.

Carter first worked for Will Smith and James Lassiter’s Overbrook Entertainment. He
then joined Bad Boy Entertainment in 1995, where he worked with musical artists such
as Notorious B.I.G. In 1999, Carter met and began to manage rapper Eve Jeffers. He
subsequently co-founded his own management company called Erving Wonder, where
he managed rap acts like Floetry and Nelly. In 2004, Erving Wonder was acquired by
the Sanctuary Group.

In 2007, Carter was asked to manage Lady Gaga. That same year, he founded Coalition
Media Group. In 2010, he established Coalition Media Group’s management division
Atom Factory, where he serves as chairman and chief executive officer. Since then,
Carter has managed the careers of numerous recording artists such as John Legend,
Greyson Chance, Mindless Behavior, Priyanka Chopra, Lindsey Stirling, the
Ceremonies, and John Mayer.

In 2011, he co-founded The Backplane, a Silicon Valley-based startup branding
company. In 2012, he created A \ IDEA, a product development and branding agency,
as well as AF Square, an angel fund and technology consultancy with investments in
over sixty startup companies including Spotify, Warby Parker, Songza, Dropbox, Fab,
and Uber. In addition, Carter has established a beverage company called POPwater.

Carter has served as an Aspen Institute Henry Crown Fellow and sits on the boards of
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The Grammy Foundation, the T.J. Martell Foundation, the United Nations Foundation
Global Entrepreneurs Council and The Buckley School.

Troy Carter was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on August 9, 2014.

Related Entries

Samuel B. Huey School [sTupENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

William L. Sayre High School [sSTUDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

West Philadelphia High School [sTUDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

POPwater [EMPLOYEEOF]
[from ? to ?]
Founder
Overbrook Entertainment [cvrLoveeOr]
[from 1990 to ?]
Bad Boy Worldwide Entertainment Group [eviriovezOr]
[from 1995 to 7]
Intern

Erving Wonder [EMPLOYEEOF]
[from 1999 to 2004]

Co-Founder

Eve Jeffries (recording artist) [cviroverOx]
[from 1999 to ?]

Manager

Coalition Media Gl‘Ollp [EMPLOYEEOF]
[from 2007 to ?]

Founder

Lady Gaga (recording artist) [cvrioverOr]
[from 2007 to 7]

Manager

Atom Factory [EMPLOYEEOF]
[from 2010 to ?]

Chairman & CEO

The Backplane [EMPLOYEEOF|
[from 2011 to ?]
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Co-Founder

AF Square [EMPLOYEEOF|
[from 2012 to ?]

Founder

A\IDEA [EMPLOYEEOF]
[from 2012 to 7]

Founder

Aspen Institute [MEMBEROF]
[from ? to ?]

Henry Crown Fellow

The Grammy Foundation [MEMBEROF]
[from ? to ?]

Board Member

T.J. Martell Foundation [vevserO¥]
[from ? to ?]

Board Member

United Nations Foundation Global Entrepreneurs Council [vevserOr]
[from ? to ?]

Board Member

The Buckley School [MEMBEROF]
[from ? to ?]

Board Member
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