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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Walter C Jackson

person

Jackson, Walter C., 1940-
Alternative Names: Walter C Jackson;

Life Dates: January 21, 1940-

Place of Birth: Durant, Mississippi, USA

Residence: Edmeston, NY

Occupations: Sculptor

Biographical Note

Sculptor Walter C Jackson was born on January 21, 1940 on his grandparents’ farm
near
Durant, Mississippi. He moved with his parents and brother to Jackson,
Mississippi
at the age of six, where he attended Smith Robertson Elementary School
and Lanier
High School. Jackson earned his B.S. degree in art education from Jackson
State University
in 1963, and went on to earn his M.F.A. degree from the University of
Tennessee in
1971.

From 1963 to 1968, Jackson headed the art department at Douglass High School in
Memphis,
Tennessee. He joined the faculty of the University of Tennessee in 1971,
serving as
an assistant professor of sculpture until 1980. Jackson then became an
adjunct assistant
professor at York College of The City University of New York for two
years, beginning
in 1984. After two years, Jackson left to join the Bronx Museum of
Arts. In 1989,
Jackson was named as an artist in residence at the Bronx River Art
Center. He worked
at the Convent of the Sacred Heart before returning to the Bronx
River Art Center
as its executive director from 1995 to 1998. He has presented
exhibitions of his works
at galleries and museums throughout the United States
including: The Sculpture Center
in New York City; P. S. 1 in New York City; Pittsfield
Museum in Pittsfield, Massachusetts;
Roswell Museum in Roswell, New Mexico, The
African-American Museum in the Hempstead
area of Long Island, New York and the
Mississippi Museum of Art in Jackson, Mississippi.
Jackson’s works are included in the
collections of the New York Public Library’s Schomburg
Center for Research in Black
Culture, the Studio Museum in Harlem, the Tennessee Museum
of Contemporary Art,
and the Anderson Museum of Contemporary Art, Roswell in New Mexico.
Jackson’s
work reflects the melding of the folklore that was a major part of his experiences
growing up in the rural south with the industrial and technological promise of the
urban.
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Jackson is the recipient of many grants and awards including: NEA Artist In Resident
Grant, New York Foundation for the Arts, and a NY State Council for the Arts (CAPS)
Grant. Jackson was selected for an artist-in-residence fellowship at the Studio Museum
in Harlem in 1982, and the artist-in-residence fellowship at the Roswell Museum in
1994. He also completed the workshop residency at the Museum of Holography in
1987.

Jackson lives and works in rural, central New York State.

Walter C Jackson was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on December 16, 2016.

Related Entries

University of Tennesee [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Master of Fine Arts

Lanier High School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Smith Robertson School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Jackson State University [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Bronx River Art Center [employeeOf]
[from 199507 to 199806]

Executive Director

Douglass High School [employeeOf]
[from 196309 to 196806]

Head of Art Department

University of Tennessee [employeeOf]
[from 196909 to 197108]

Graduate Teaching Assistant

University of Tennessee [employeeOf]
[from 197109 to 198006]

Assistant Professor

York College City University of New York [employeeOf]
[from 198409 to 198606]

Adjunct Assistant Professor

Bronx Art Museum [employeeOf]
[from 198609 to 199006]

Artist/Teacher
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Sacred Heart, 91th Street [employeeOf]
[from 199109 to 199612]

Artist/Teacher

Southern Association of Sculptors [memberOf]
[from 1972 to 1975]

Board of Directors

Committee on Blacks [memberOf]
[from 1978 to 1980]

Member

Art Against Apartheid [memberOf]
[from 1983 to 1985]

Events Chair
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