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Dates: June 15, 2017
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Physical Description: 9 uncompressed MOV digital video files (4:07:35).

Abstract: Accounting professor Alexander Gabbin (1945-) was an accounting professor at James

Madison University for thirty-two years. Gabbin was interviewed by The
HistoryMakers® on June 15, 2017, in Harrisonburg, Virginia. This collection is
comprised of the original video footage of the interview.

Identification: A2017 111
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Accounting professor Alexander Gabbin was born on September 6, 1945 in Baltimore, Maryland. Gabbin earned
his B.A. degree in economics and mathematics from Howard University in Washington, D.C. in 1967. He went on
to earn his M.B.A. degree from the University of Chicago in Chicago, Illinois in 1970 and his Ph.D. degree in
accounting from Temple University, Graduate School of Business in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1986.Gabbin
became a certified public accountant in the State of Illinois in 1971 and in the State of Pennsylvania in 1979.

Gabbin left a public accounting career with Touche Ross & Co in 1973 to work at the Chicago Urban League
during its financial crisis as Deputy Executive Director- Administration. He began his teaching career in 1975 at
Lincoln University in Chester County, Pennsylvania as an associate professor in the department of economics and
business administration. In 1985, Gabbin joined James Madison University in Harrisonburg, Virginia as a
Commonwealth Visiting Professor. In 1990, he was promoted to associate professor and in 1995 he achieved
tenure and was promoted to full professor. From 1994 to 1998, he was director of the School of Accounting and
program director of the School of Professional Studies.

In addition to his teaching career, Gabbin published a variety of articles in scholarly publications, including: Issues
in Accounting Education, The CPA Journal, the Journal of Accounting Education, the Journal of Accountancy,
Business Communications Quarterly, The Accounting Educator’s Journal and Assessment Update. Gabbin co-
founded the National Black MBA Association in 1970 and is an August 10, 1994 charter member of KPMG’s PhD
Project and Accounting Doctoral Students Association. . Gabbin received the Builders Award from Third World
Press in 1978, the Accounting Educators Award of the National Association of Minority CPA Firms in 1979, the
Lindback Award for Distinguished Teaching, in 1982, and the James Madison University College of Business
Distinguished Teacher Award for 2005-2006. Gabbin is the only four-time recipient of the James Madison
University Outstanding Teacher in Accounting Award in 1986, 1988, 1990, and 1992. In 1991, he was selected as
an Adolph Coors Foundation professor of accounting, and he has been selected as a KPMG professor of
accounting since 1994. Since 1998, Gabbin has chaired the Franklin D. Watkins Memorial Award selection
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committee of the National Alliance of African American Athletes.

In 2000, Gabbin received the National Black MBA Association Lifetime Membership Award. In 2016, he received
the Distinguished Faculty Award of the Lincoln University Alumni Association, and a February 16, 2016 Senate of
Pennsylvania Citation for exemplary dedication to higher education.

Alexander Gabbin was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on May 16, 2017.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Alexander Gabbin was conducted by Harriette Cole on June 15, 2017, in
Harrisonburg, Virginia, and was recorded on 9 uncompressed MOV digital video files. Accounting professor
Alexander Gabbin (1945- ) was an accounting professor at James Madison University for thirty-two years.

Restrictions
Restrictions on Access
Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.
Persons:

Gabbin, Alexander L.

Cole, Harriette (Interviewer)

Stearns, Scott (Videographer)
Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Gabbin, Alexander L.--Interviews
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Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Occupations:

Association Chief Executive

HistoryMakers® Category:

BusinessMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Alexander Gabbin, June 15, 2017. The
HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
linois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage
Video Oral History Interview with Alexander Gabbin, Section A2017 111 _001_001, TRT: 1:29:05
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Video Oral History Interview with Alexander Gabbin, Section A2017 111 001 002, TRT: 2:28:27
?

Video Oral History Interview with Alexander Gabbin, Section A2017 111 001 003, TRT: 3:33:31
?

Video Oral History Interview with Alexander Gabbin, Section A2017 111 001 004, TRT: 4:27:46
?

Video Oral History Interview with Alexander Gabbin, Section A2017 111 001 005, TRT: 5:32:17
?

Video Oral History Interview with Alexander Gabbin, Section A2017 111 _001 006, TRT: 6:36:02
?

Video Oral History Interview with Alexander Gabbin, Section A2017 111 _001 007, TRT: 7:28:47
?

Video Oral History Interview with Alexander Gabbin, Section A2017 111 001 008, TRT: 8:18:07
?

Video Oral History Interview with Alexander Gabbin, Section A2017 111 001 009, TRT: 9:13:33
?
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