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PERSON

Burke, Cheryl Lewis, 1953-

Alternative Names: Cheryl Lewis Burke;
Life Dates: June 15, 1963-

Place of Birth: Richmond, Virginia, USA
Residence: Richmond, VA

Work: VA

Occupations: Elementary School Principal
Biographical Note

Education administrator Cheryl Lewis Burke was born on June 16, 1953 in Richmond,
Virginia to Octavia Harris Lewis and Edward Lee Lewis. Burke graduated from
Powhatan High School in 1971, and enrolled at Johnson C. Smith University in
Charlotte, North Carolina before transferring to Saint Paul’s College in Lawrenceville,
Virginia two years later. In 1976, Burke earned her B.A. degree in early childhood
education, and began working as a preschool teacher at Clark Spring Elementary
School in Richmond. Also, in 1981, Burke earned her M.A. degree in supervision and
administration of education at Virginia Commonwealth University.

Burke went on to work for Overby-Shepard Middle School in 1981, but returned to
Clark Springs Elementary School, where she taught the third and fourth grades for
several years. She was then hired as a teacher specialist at Ginter Park Elementary
School in 1991. In 1996, Burke became the principal of Chimborazo Elementary
School. To improve the learning environment at the school, Burke completed the school
development program at Yale University. Under her leadership, Chimborazo became
the first elementary school in central Virginia to offer the International Baccalaureate
primary years program. She also oversaw the installation of the city’s storm water rain
garden as well as an additional floral and vegetable garden, which included an outside
classroom. To reward students and staff for their hard work, Burke secured funding
from organizations like Central Fidelity Bank, the PASS Initiative, and Dominion Bar
Association to plan field trips to Nassau, Bahamas and the White House during
President Barack Obama’s tenure. She retired as principal in 2014, but continued to
work as a substitute administrator with Richmond Public Schools.
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Burke was appointed as an interim board representative for the seventh district of the
Richmond Public School board in October 2017. She was also a member of The Links
Inc. Richmond chapter for many years. She has served on numerous boards, including
the board of trustees of The Richmond Ballet of Virginia, the board of directors of Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Richmond, and The HistoryMakers National Advisory
Board.

Burke and her husband, Emmett Burke, have two sons, Emmett Lewis Burke and
Edmund Glasgow Burke.

Cheryl Lewis Burke was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on January 19, 2018.
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