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8 uncompressed MOV digital video files (3:38:03).

Political and civic leader Lottie Shackelford (1941 - ) was the first female mayor of Little
Rock. She also served as vice chair of the Democratic National Committee for twenty
years. Shackelford was interviewed by The HistoryMakers® on March 14, 2018, in
Little Rock, Arkansas. This collection is comprised of the original video footage of the
interview.

A2018 046
The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Political and civic leader Lottie Shackelford was born on April 30, 1941 in Little Rock, Arkansas to Bernice Linzy
Holt and Curtis Holt, Sr. Shackelford graduated from Horace Mann High School in 1958, and later earned her B.A.
degree in business administration from Philander Smith College in 1979. Shackelford also later served as a senior
fellow at the Arkansas Institute of Politics and the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.

In 1978, Shackelford was appointed to a vacant position on the board of directors for the City of Arkansas. She
was then elected in 1980, and re-elected in 1984 and 1988. In 1987, she became the first woman to serve as Mayor
of Little Rock. In 1992, Shackelford worked as the deputy manager of Bill Clinton’s presidential campaign, and
later served as a member of his presidential transition team. In 1993, Clinton appointed Shackelford as a U.S.
Delegate to the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women in Vienna, Austria. In 1994, Shackelford
became the executive vice president of Global USA, Incorporated, an international business facilitator. She also
co-founded the Women’s Foundation of Arkansas. Beginning in 1980, Shackelford has served as a delegate to
every Democratic National Convention for over thirty years. A longtime member of the Democratic National
Committee, Shackelford served as co-chair of the platform committee in 1984, the rules committee in 1988, and on
the resolutions committee. She also served as the Democratic National Committee vice chair from 1989 to 2009;
and in 2014, she was elected to chair the Democratic National Committee’s Women’s Caucus. She also served as
secretary, vice chair, and chair of the Arkansas State Democratic Committee, and was elected secretary of the
National Association of State Democratic Chairs.

An active member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., Shackelford received numerous honors and awards from
the organization, including the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Trailblazer Award in 1980, the Mary Church Terrell
Award in 1998 at the National Convention, and the Delta Legacy Award at the 42nd National Convention.
Shackelford was also named one of Esquire Magazine’s forty most influential African Americans in 1984. She was
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inducted into the Arkansas Black Hall of Fame in 1993. In 2017, she received a Humanitarian Award from the Just
Communities of Arkansas. Shackelford served on the board of directors of Medicis Pharmaceutical Corporation
from 1993 to 2012. She also served on the board of directors of Philander Smith College, Chapman Holdings, and
eChapman Incorporated.

Shackelford has three children: Russell, Karla, and Karen, and six grandchildren.

Lottie Shackelford was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on March 14, 2018.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with The Honorable Lottie Shackelford was conducted by Randall Pinkston on
March 14, 2018, in Little Rock, Arkansas, and was recorded on 8 uncompressed MOV digital video files. Political
and civic leader Lottie Shackelford (1941 - ) was the first female mayor of Little Rock. She also served as vice
chair of the Democratic National Committee for twenty years.

Restrictions
Restrictions on Access
Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.
Persons:

Shackelford, Lottie, 1941-

Pinkston, Randall (Interviewer)

Hickey, Matthew (Videographer)

Subjects:
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African Americans--Interviews
Shackelford, Lottie, 1941- --Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Occupations:

Political Leader

Civic Leader

HistoryMakers® Category:

CivicMakers|PoliticalMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History
Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to

The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation
The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Lottie Shackelford, March 14, 2018.

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
linois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
interview.
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Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage

Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Lottie Shackelford, Section
A2018 046 001 001, TRT: 1:29:54 ?

Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Lottie Shackelford, Section
A2018 046 001 002, TRT: 2:31:28 ?

Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Lottie Shackelford, Section
A2018 046 001 003, TRT: 3:28:44 ?

Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Lottie Shackelford, Section
A2018 046 001 004, TRT: 4:28:21 ?

Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Lottie Shackelford, Section
A2018 046 001 005, TRT: 5:28:22 7

Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Lottie Shackelford, Section
A2018 046 001 006, TRT: 6:29:24 ?

Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Lottie Shackelford, Section
A2018 046 001 007, TRT: 7:31:17 ?

Video Oral History Interview with The Honorable Lottie Shackelford, Section
A2018 046 001 008, TRT: 8:10:33 ?
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