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8 uncompressed MOV digital video files (4:00:05).

Municipal administrator Jewel Jones (1941- ) helped to establish the Anchorage Urban
League in 2006, and served as the executive director of the Anchorage Community Land
Trust in 2007. Jones was interviewed by The HistoryMakers® on May 21, 2018, in
Anchorage, Alaska. This collection is comprised of the original video footage of the
interview.

A2018 100
The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Municipal administrator Jewel Jones was born on December 7, 1941 in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma to Joseph and
Jewel (ne¢ Hathyel) Fisher. Jones received her B.S. degree in sociology in 1962 from Langston University in
Langston, Oklahoma, and later obtained her M.A. degree in public administration in 1974 from University of

Alaska, Anchorage.

Jones taught at the Seidman School, in Los Angeles, California in 1962 and then served as a correctional officer for
the State of California Department of Corrections from 1963 to 1965, and as a probation officer for the County of
San Bernardino, California from 1965 to 1967. She moved to Anchorage, Alaska in 1967 where she was hired as
deputy executive director at the Community Action Agency in Anchorage from 1967 to 1970. As the social
services director for the City of Anchorage from 1970 to 1987, Jones was instrumental in the establishment of the
Anchorage Senior Center in 1981. She was then named social services manager for the Municipality of Anchorage
and worked there from 1987 to 2000, and went on to the role of director, health & human services for the
Municipality of Anchorage until 2003. Jones served on the sponsoring committee supporting the establishment of
the Anchorage Urban League in 2006 and served as interim executive director of Anchorage Community Land
Trust in 2007 and accepted the permanent position later that year serving for seven years until 2014.

Jones was inducted into the Alaska Women’s Hall of Fame in 2013. The Jewel Jones Community Center opened in
2016 in Anchorage’s Mountain View neighborhood, was named in her honor for her advocacy and work in

community development.

Jones received the 2003 Anchorage Chamber of Commerce ATHENA Award and the Meritorious Service Award
for significant public, academic, volunteer or philanthropic service to the University of Alaska community in 2016.

In addition to her public and private service career, Jones has been active on many boards and community groups,
including the board of Commonwealth North, United Way of Anchorage and the board of Alaska Center for the
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Performing Arts. She spent eight years as the chair of the board of the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation, where
she helped to ensure that senior housing projects were built across the state. Jones has worked to provide
opportunities for women and minorities in Alaska and she has been active in the Alaska Black Caucus and the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). She currently serves as a member of the
board of trustees of Alaska Regional Hospital and board member of Cook Inlet Lending Center.

Jones and her husband Maurice have two adult children, Anthony and Carmen.

Jewel Jones was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on May 21, 2018.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Jewel Jones was conducted by Larry Crowe on May 21, 2018, in Anchorage,
Alaska, and was recorded on 8 uncompressed MOV digital video files. Municipal administrator Jewel Jones (1941-
) helped to establish the Anchorage Urban League in 2006, and served as the executive director of the Anchorage
Community Land Trust in 2007.

Restrictions
Restrictions on Access
Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.
Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms
This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.
Persons:
Jones, Jewel, 1941-
Crowe, Larry (Interviewer)
Hickey, Matthew (Videographer)

Subjects:
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African Americans--Interviews
Jones, Jewel, 1941- --Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Occupations:

Municipal Administrator

HistoryMakers® Category:

CivicMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History
Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to

The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Jewel Jones, May 21, 2018. The HistoryMakers®
African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.

Processing Information
This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).
Other Finding Aid
A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The

HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection
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Series I: Original Interview Footage
Video Oral History Interview with Jewel Jones, Section A2018 100 001 001, TRT: 1:29:22 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Jewel Jones, Section A2018 100 001 002, TRT: 2:30:39 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Jewel Jones, Section A2018 100 001 003, TRT: 3:29:27 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Jewel Jones, Section A2018 100 001 004, TRT: 4:29:36 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Jewel Jones, Section A2018 100 001 005, TRT: 5:29:16 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Jewel Jones, Section A2018 100 001 006, TRT: 6:34:41 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Jewel Jones, Section A2018 100 001 007, TRT: 7:28:38 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Jewel Jones, Section A2018 100 001 008, TRT: 8:28:26 ?
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