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8 uncompressed MOV digital video files (3:55:45).

Lawyer and professor Sheryll Cashin (1962 - ) served as the White House’s director of
community development during the first Clinton administration before publishing several
books and becoming a professor of law at Georgetown University Law Center. Cashin
was interviewed by The HistoryMakers® on January 21, 2019, in Washington, District
of Columbia. This collection is comprised of the original video footage of the interview.

A2019 006
The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Professor Sheryll Cashin was born on December 15, 1961 in Huntsville, Alabama to Joan and John L. Cashin, Jr.
She received her B.S. degree in electrical engineering from Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee in 1984,
her M.S.c degree in English Law from Oxford University in England in 1986, and her J.D. degree from Harvard
Law School in Cambridge, Massachusetts in 1989.

In 1989, Cashin served as a law clerk for Judge Abner Mikva for the U.S. Court of Appeal, D.C. Circuit. The
following year, she served as a law clerk for U.S. Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall. In 1993, Cashin
served as director of community development for The White House during the Clinton administration. As director
of community development for the National Economic Council, she oversaw urban policy and community
development initiatives and advised on community development in inner-city neighborhoods. She also worked as
an advisor on urban and economic policy with a focus on community empowerment programs. As staff director for
the Community Empowerment Board in the Office of Vice President Al Gore, Cashin worked on community-
based revitalization strategies for urban and rural communities. In 1996, Cashin left public service and joined the
faculty at Georgetown University Law Center, where she has taught Constitutional Law, Race and American Law,
and other subjects. In 2018 she was installed as the Carmack Waterhouse Professor of Law, Civil Rights and Social

Justice.

In 2004, Cashin published The Failures of Integration: How Race and Class Are Undermining The American
Dream. Then, in 2006, she published The Agitator’s Daughter: A Memoir of Four Generations of One
Extraordinary African American Family, which chronicles her family history from slavery to the post-civil rights
era. In 2014, she published Place Not Race: A New Version of Opportunity in America; and, in 2017, Cashin
published Loving: Interracial Intimacy in America and the Threat to White Supremacy. The following year, her
book The Descendants, which focused on the role of segregation in subordinating African Americans, was
released. She has also written commentaries for the New York Times, Los Angeles Times, Washington Post, Salon,
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The Root, and other media.

In 2004, her book, The Failures of Integration was an Editors’ Choice in the New York Times Book Review.
Cashin is also a three-time nominee for the Hurston/Wright Legacy Award for non-fiction in 2005, 2009, and
2018. In 2014, her book Place Not Race was nominated for an NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Non-

Fiction.

Sheryll Cashin was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on January 21, 2019.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Sheryll D. Cashin was conducted by Larry Crowe on January 21, 2019, in
Washington, District of Columbia, and was recorded on 8 uncompressed MOV digital video files. Lawyer and
professor Sheryll Cashin (1962 - ) served as the White House’s director of community development during the first
Clinton administration before publishing several books and becoming a professor of law at Georgetown University

Law Center.
Restrictions
Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:
Cashin, Sheryll
Crowe, Larry (Interviewer)

Hickey, Matthew (Videographer)

Subjects:
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African Americans--Interviews
Cashin, Sheryll--Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Occupations:

Lawyer

Law Professor

HistoryMakers® Category:

LawMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History
Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to

The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation
The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Sheryll D. Cashin, January 21, 2019. The

HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
[linois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR?2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
interview.
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Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage

Video Oral History Interview with Sheryll D. Cashin, Section A2019 006 001 001, TRT: 1:30:26
?

Video Oral History Interview with Sheryll D. Cashin, Section A2019 006 001 002, TRT: 2:32:53
?

Video Oral History Interview with Sheryll D. Cashin, Section A2019 006 001 003, TRT: 3:28:06
?

Video Oral History Interview with Sheryll D. Cashin, Section A2019 006 001 004, TRT: 4:30:15
?

Video Oral History Interview with Sheryll D. Cashin, Section A2019 006 001 005, TRT: 5:31:19
?

Video Oral History Interview with Sheryll D. Cashin, Section A2019 006 001 006, TRT: 6:29:15
?

Video Oral History Interview with Sheryll D. Cashin, Section A2019 006 001 007, TRT: 7:30:40
?

Video Oral History Interview with Sheryll D. Cashin, Section A2019 006 001 008, TRT: 8:22:51
?
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