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PERSON

Holden, Matthew, 1931-

Alternative Names: Matthew Holden, Jr.;

Life Dates: September 12, 1931-

Place of Birth: Mound Bayou, Mississippi, USA
Residence: Jackson, Mississippi

Work: Springfield, Illinois

Occupations: Political Scientist

Biographical Note

Political scientist Matthew Holden, Jr. was born on September 12, 1931 in Mound
Bayou, Mississippi to Estell Holden and Matthew Holden, Sr. He received his B.A.
degree in political science from Roosevelt University in Chicago, Illinois in 1954 and
served in the U.S. Army from 1955 to 1957. He received his M.A. and Ph.D. degrees
from Northwestern University in Chicago, Illinois in 1956 and 1961.

Holden joined the faculty at Wayne State University in Detroit, Michigan in 1961. In
1963, he was hired at the University of Pittsburgh. During this period, Holden also
worked at Resources for the Future, Inc. in Washington, D.C. He returned to the faculty
at Wayne State University in 1966, where he remained until 1969. Holden was then
hired by the Washington, D.C. based independent think tank, the Urban Institute, and
later became professor of political science and public policy administration at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, serving in that capacity until 1981. In 1973, Holden
published The Politics of the Black Nation, followed by The White Man’s Burden in
1974. From 1975 to 1977, Holden was appointed by Wisconsin governor Pat Lucey to
serve on the Wisconsin Public Service Commission. Holden later became the first
African American appointee of President Jimmy Carter’s, where he served on the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission from 1977 to 1981. In 1981, Holden was
named the Henry L. and Grace M. Doherty Professor Emeritus of Politics at the
University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Virginia, and served there until 2002. He later
became the Wepner Distinguished Professor in political science at the University of
Illinois, Springfield in 2009.

From 1969 to 1972, Holden served on the Social Science Research Council board and

file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/EAC/html/A2019 031 EAC.html[5/30/2023 7:48:01 PM]



held a part-time position on the President’s Air Quality Advisory board in 1972. In
1974, Holden served as chairman of the Elections Committee for the American Political
Science Association; and, from 1998 to 1999, he served as president of the American
Political Science Association.

Holden also received an honorary L.L.D. degree from Tuskegee University in 1985,
and the Otto Wirth Award from the Roosevelt University Alumni Association in 1998.
Two years later, he was awarded an honorary L.H.D. degree from the Virginia
Theological Seminary. In 2012, Holden’s biography was entered into the U.S.
Congressional Record.

Matthew Holden was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on April 24, 2019.
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