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7 uncompressed MOV digital video files (3:24:47).

Political scientist Matthew Holden, Jr. (1931 - ) was the professor of political science at
the University of Wisconsin-Madison from 1969 to 1981, and the Henry L. and Grace M.
Doherty Professor Emeritus of Politics at the University of Virginia from 1981 to 2002.
Holden was interviewed by The HistoryMakers® on April 24, 2019, in Jackson,
Mississippi. This collection is comprised of the original video footage of the interview.

A2019 031
The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Political scientist Matthew Holden, Jr. was born on September 12, 1931 in Mound Bayou, Mississippi to Estell
Holden and Matthew Holden, Sr. He received his B.A. degree in political science from Roosevelt University in
Chicago, Illinois in 1954 and served in the U.S. Army from 1955 to 1957. He received his M.A. and Ph.D. degrees
from Northwestern University in Chicago, Illinois in 1956 and 1961.

Holden joined the faculty at Wayne State University in Detroit, Michigan in 1961. In 1963, he was hired at the
University of Pittsburgh. During this period, Holden also worked at Resources for the Future, Inc. in Washington,
D.C. He returned to the faculty at Wayne State University in 1966, where he remained until 1969. Holden was then
hired by the Washington, D.C. based independent think tank, the Urban Institute, and later became professor of
political science and public policy administration at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, serving in that capacity
until 1981. In 1973, Holden published The Politics of the Black Nation, followed by The White Man’s Burden in
1974. From 1975 to 1977, Holden was appointed by Wisconsin governor Pat Lucey to serve on the Wisconsin
Public Service Commission. Holden later became the first African American appointee of President Jimmy
Carter’s, where he served on the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission from 1977 to 1981. In 1981, Holden was
named the Henry L. and Grace M. Doherty Professor Emeritus of Politics at the University of Virginia in
Charlottesville, Virginia, and served there until 2002. He later became the Wepner Distinguished Professor in
political science at the University of Illinois, Springfield in 2009.

From 1969 to 1972, Holden served on the Social Science Research Council board and held a part-time position on
the President’s Air Quality Advisory board in 1972. In 1974, Holden served as chairman of the Elections
Committee for the American Political Science Association; and, from 1998 to 1999, he served as president of the
American Political Science Association.

Holden also received an honorary L.L.D. degree from Tuskegee University in 1985, and the Otto Wirth Award
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from the Roosevelt University Alumni Association in 1998. Two years later, he was awarded an honorary L.H.D.

degree from the Virginia Theological Seminary. In 2012, Holden’s biography was entered into the U.S.
Congressional Record.

Matthew Holden was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on April 24, 2019.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Matthew Holden, Jr. was conducted by Larry Crowe on April 24, 2019, in
Jackson, Mississippi, and was recorded on 7 uncompressed MOV digital video files. Political scientist Matthew
Holden, Jr. (1931 - ) was the professor of political science at the University of Wisconsin-Madison from 1969 to

1981, and the Henry L. and Grace M. Doherty Professor Emeritus of Politics at the University of Virginia from
1981 to 2002.

Restrictions
Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:
Holden, Matthew, 1931-
Crowe, Larry (Interviewer)
Hickey, Matthew (Videographer)
Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Holden, Matthew, 1931- --Interviews
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Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Occupations:

Political Scientist

HistoryMakers® Category:

EducationMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Matthew Holden, Jr., April 24, 2019. The
HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage
Video Oral History Interview with Matthew Holden, Jr., Section A2019 031 001 001, TRT:
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1:30:46 ?

Video Oral History Interview with Matthew Holden, Jr., Section A2019 031 001 002, TRT:
2:30:02 ?

Video Oral History Interview with Matthew Holden, Jr., Section A2019 031 001 003, TRT:
3:29:27 7

Video Oral History Interview with Matthew Holden, Jr., Section A2019 031 001 004, TRT:
4:29:03 ?

Video Oral History Interview with Matthew Holden, Jr., Section A2019 031 001 005, TRT:
5:28:44 7

Video Oral History Interview with Matthew Holden, Jr., Section A2019 031 001 006, TRT:
6:32:10 ?

Video Oral History Interview with Matthew Holden, Jr., Section A2019 031 001 007, TRT:
7:24:35 7
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