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Finding Aid to The HistoryMakers ® Video Oral History with Cecilia
A. Conrad

Overview of the Collection

Repository: The HistoryMakers®1900 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60616
info@thehistorymakers.com www.thehistorymakers.com

Creator: Conrad, Cecilia, 1955-
Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Cecilia A. Conrad,
Dates: July 12, 2019
Bulk Dates: 2019
Physical Description: 7 uncompressed MOV digital video files (3:14:42).
Abstract: Foundation executive and academic administrator Cecilia Conrad (1955 - ) served as

managing director of the MacArthur Fellows
Program and 100&Change before
becoming chief executive officer of Lever for Change. Conrad was interviewed by The
HistoryMakers® on July 12, 2019, in Chicago, Illinois. This collection is comprised of
the
original video footage of the interview.

Identification: A2019_049
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Foundation executive and academic administrator Cecilia Conrad was born on January 4, 1955 in St. Louis,
Missouri to Dr. Emmett
James Conrad and Eleanor Nelson Conrad. She moved with her family to Dallas, Texas
after her father was hired at St. Paul’s
Hospital. Conrad went on to receive her B.A. degree in economics from
Wellesley College in 1976 and her Ph.D. degree in economics
from Stanford University in 1982.

Conrad began her career in academia in 1981 when she was hired as an assistant professor of economics at Duke
University.
From there, she taught at Barnard College and then Pomona College as a Stedman-Sumner professor of
economics. In 2002, Conrad
was named California’s Carnegie Professor of the Year. Two years later, she became
associate dean of Pomona College. During
her time as a college administrator, Conrad continued to publish on the
issue of race and gender on economic status. After
taking a two year hiatus to serve as interim vice president and
dean of the faculty at Scripps College, Conrad returned to
Pomona College as vice president for academic affairs
and dean of the college. In 2013, Conrad left Pomona to join the John
D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
as the vice president of the MacArthur Fellows Program. After two years at the foundation,
Conrad became the
managing director of both the MacArthur Fellows Program and 100&Change. In 2019, Conrad became chief
executive
officer of Lever for Change, an affiliate of the MacArthur Foundation focused on high impact
philanthropic opportunities.

Conrad served as editor of The Review of Black Political Economy and an associate editor of Feminist Economics.
She has published articles on economics, liberal arts education, and philanthropy in peer-reviewed journals and
popular
media. While working at Pomona College, Conrad also directed the American Economic Association’s
“Pipeline Mentoring Program,”
matching students enrolled in a Ph.D. program in economics with mentors in the
field. In 2007, Conrad became the president
of the International Association for Feminist Economics. She is on the
board of trustees at Muhlenberg College, Bryn Mawr
College, the Poetry Foundation, and the National Academy
of Social Insurance.
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Conrad has received numerous awards for her work. Her co-edited collection of essays, African Americans in the
US Economy, was named a CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title of 2005. Three years later, she received the
National Urban League’s 2008
Woman of Power Award. She has also received honorary doctorates from
Claremont Graduate University and the University of Massachusetts
Dartmouth.

Conrad and her husband, Llewellyn Miller, have one child: Conrad Miller.

Cecilia Conrad was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on July 12, 2019.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Cecilia A. Conrad was conducted by Harriette Cole on July 12, 2019, in
Chicago, Illinois, and was recorded on 7 uncompressed MOV digital video files. Foundation executive and
academic administrator Cecilia Conrad
(1955 - ) served as managing director of the MacArthur Fellows Program
and 100&Change before becoming chief executive officer
of Lever for Change.

Restrictions

Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright
is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as
correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases
maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:

Conrad, Cecilia, 1955-

Cole, Harriette (Interviewer)

Stearns, Scott (Videographer)

Subjects:
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African Americans--Interviews
Conrad, Cecilia, 1955---Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Occupations:

Foundation Executive

HistoryMakers® Category:

CivicMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers®
by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with
Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Cecilia A. Conrad, July 12, 2019. The
HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created
adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track
of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection
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Series I: Original Interview Footage
Video Oral History Interview with Cecilia A. Conrad, Section A2019_049_001_001, TRT: 1:29:28
?
Video Oral History Interview with Cecilia A. Conrad, Section A2019_049_001_002, TRT: 2:31:22
?
Video Oral History Interview with Cecilia A. Conrad, Section A2019_049_001_003, TRT: 3:29:46
?
Video Oral History Interview with Cecilia A. Conrad, Section A2019_049_001_004, TRT: 4:29:54
?
Video Oral History Interview with Cecilia A. Conrad, Section A2019_049_001_005, TRT: 5:28:59
?
Video Oral History Interview with Cecilia A. Conrad, Section A2019_049_001_006, TRT: 6:31:59
?
Video Oral History Interview with Cecilia A. Conrad, Section A2019_049_001_007, TRT: 7:13:14
?
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