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Overview of the Collection

Repository: The HistoryMakers®1900 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60616
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Creator: Seymour, Charlena M.

Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Charlena Seymour,

Dates: August 24, 2019

Bulk Dates: 2019

Physical Description: 9 uncompressed MOV digital video files (4:03:07).

Abstract: Academic administrator Charlena Seymour (1943- ) served as a professor, dean, and

provost at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. Seymour was interviewed by The
HistoryMakers® on August 24, 2019, in Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts. This
collection is comprised of the original video footage of the interview.

Identification: A2019 091
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Academic administrator Charlena Seymour was born on December 3, 1943 in Washington, D.C. to Elizabeth
Moten and Elmore Moten. At a young age, Seymour and her family, including sister Vera and brother Rahim,
moved to Boston, Massachusetts, where she attended Girls’ Latin School and Jeremiah E. Burke High School for
Girls. In 1965, Seymour received her B.F.A. degree in drama and theater arts from Howard University. She went
on to receive her M.A. degree in speech and hearing science in 1967, and her Ph.D. degree in speech and hearing
science in 1971, both from The Ohio State University.

In 1971, Seymour joined the University of Massachusetts Amherst’s Department of Communication Disorders as
an assistant professor. She served as the director of Communication Disorders Clinic at the University of
Massachusetts in 1974, and was awarded tenure and promoted to associate professor in 1978. In 1983, Seymour
served as the Graduate Program Director in the Department of Communication Disorders for one year. The next
year, she was appointed chair of the department. She was promoted to full professor in 1989, and was appointed
dean of the Graduate School in 1994. In 2001, Seymour assumed the position of interim provost and senior vice
chancellor for academic affairs; and in 2004 she was appointed provost. In 2009, Seymour retired from the
University of Massachusetts Amherst to serve as provost of Simmons College in Boston, Massachusetts. She
retired from Simmons in 2013.

From 1990 to 1992, Seymour served as the vice president for quality of service of the American Speech-Language
Hearing Association (ASHA). In 1996, she was elected president of the American Speech-Language Hearing
Association, a position she held until 1998. A Fellow of ASHA, she received the organization's highest award, the
Honors award in 2007 for a distinguished career. From 2002 to 2003, Seymour served as president of the
Northeastern Association of Graduate Schools. During her career, she has served on many non-profit boards,
including the Community Foundation of Western Massachusetts, the Hello Friend/Ennis William Cosby
Foundation, the Western Massachusetts Women's Foundation, the Amherst Ballet Theatre Company, the Amherst
Chapter of A Better Chance, the Martha’s Vineyard Playhouse, the Yard Inc., of Martha’s Vineyard, and Hospice
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of Martha’s Vineyard.

Seymour has received many awards for her work in academia. In 1964 and 1965, she was included in Howard
University’s “Who's Who in American Colleges and Universities.” Seymour also received the Harvard Foundation
Medal of Recognition for Intercultural and Race Relations in 1997 and the Will Solimene Award of Excellence in
Medical Communication in 1998 for her textbook. Seymour was invited as the Cecil and Ida Green Honors
Professor, Texas Christian University, and has received Distinguished Alumni Awards from both the Howard
University School of Communications and The Ohio State University Department of Speech and Hearing Science.

Seymour and her husband, Harry Seymour, have two children: Harry Alexander and Shayna.

Charlena Seymour was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on August 24, 2019.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Charlena Seymour was conducted by Harriette Cole on August 24, 2019, in
Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts, and was recorded on 9 uncompressed MOV digital video files. Academic
administrator Charlena Seymour (1943- ) served as a professor, dean, and provost at the University of
Massachusetts Amherst.

Restrictions

Restrictions on Access
Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.
Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms
This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.
Persons:
Seymour, Charlena M.

Cole, Harriette (Interviewer)
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Stearns, Scott (Videographer)
Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Seymour, Charlena M.--Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Occupations:

Academic Administrator

HistoryMakers® Category:

EducationMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History
Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to

The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation
The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Charlena Seymour, August 24, 2019. The

HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
[linois.

Processing Information
This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).
Other Finding Aid
A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The

HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
interview.
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Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage

Video Oral History Interview with Charlena Seymour, Section A2019 091 001 001, TRT: 1:28:55
?

Video Oral History Interview with Charlena Seymour, Section A2019 091 001 002, TRT: 2:29:11
?

Video Oral History Interview with Charlena Seymour, Section A2019 091 001 003, TRT: 3:27:59
?

Video Oral History Interview with Charlena Seymour, Section A2019 091 001 004, TRT: 4:28:42
?

Video Oral History Interview with Charlena Seymour, Section A2019 091 001 005, TRT: 5:28:23
?

Video Oral History Interview with Charlena Seymour, Section A2019 091 001 006, TRT: 6:28:43
?

Video Oral History Interview with Charlena Seymour, Section A2019 091 001 007, TRT: 7:29:17
?

Video Oral History Interview with Charlena Seymour, Section A2019 091 001 008, TRT: 8:29:41
?

Video Oral History Interview with Charlena Seymour, Section A2019 091 001 009, TRT: 9:12:16
?
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