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Creator: Gould, William B., IV

Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with William B. Gould IV,

Dates: June 28, 2022

Bulk Dates: 2022

Physical Description: 12 uncompressed MOV digital video files (5:59:46).

Abstract: Law professor William B. Gould IV (1936 - ) served as chair of the National Labor
Relations Board from 1994 to 1998, where he helped to negotiate the end of the 1994-95
Major League Baseball strike, and chair of the California Agricultural Relations Board
from 2014 to 2017. He has taught at Stanford Law School since 1972. Gould was
interviewed by The HistoryMakers® on June 28, 2022, in Stanford, California. This
collection is comprised of the original video footage of the interview.

Identification: A2022 069

Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Law professor William B. Gould IV was born on July 16, 1936 in Boston, Massachusetts to Leah F. Gould and
William B. Gould III. He received his A.B. degree in 1958 from the University of Rhode Island and his L.L.B.
degree in 1961 from Cornell Law School. He also studied at the London School of Economics.

After graduating from law school, Gould was hired as assistant general counsel for the United Auto Workers in
Detroit in 1961. He then served as an attorney for the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) in Washington,
D.C. from 1963 to 1965 before going on to work as an associate at Battle, Fowler, Stokes & Kheel in New York
City until 1968. He served as a consultant to the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) in

1966 and was selected as a member of the first Fact-Finding Board established under the New York Taylor Law in
1967. In 1968, Gould was hired as a professor of law at Wayne State Law School in Detroit. He then was hired as a
professor of law at Stanford Law School in 1972, where he was named the Charles A. Beardsley Professor of Law
in 1984. In Gould’s litigation of Stamps v. Detroit Edison (1973), his clients received the largest per capita
employment discrimination judgment at the time. Later, Gould was selected as a salary arbitrator for the 1992-
1993 salary disputes between the Major League Baseball (MLB) Players Association and the MLB Player
Relations Committee. He was appointed a member of the On the Future of Worker/Management Relations
Commission of the U.S. Department of Labor and U.S. Department of Commerce in 1993 and a member of the
Council of the Administrative Conference of the United States in 1994. From 1994 to 1998, Gould served as chair
of the NLRB, where he helped to negotiate the end of the 1994-95 MLB strike. Gould retired from Stanford in
2002. In 2011, he was appointed a consultant and special advisor to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) on project labor agreements. From 2014 to 2017, Gould served as chair of the California
Agricultural Relations Board. Gould has arbitrated and mediated more than three hundred labor disputes.

Gould is the author of over eleven books, including 4 Primer on American Labor Law (1982); Labored Relations:
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Law, Politics and the NLRB—A Memoir (2000); and Diary of a Contraband: The Civil War Passage of a Black
Sailor (2002).

Gould was appointed secretary of the Labor and Employment Law Section of the American Bar Association in
1980. Gould is a member of the National Academy of Arbitrators.

Gould has been the recipient of numerous honors and awards, including a Guggenheim Fellowship, a Rockefeller
Foundation Fellowship, and five honorary doctorates.

Gould and his wife, Hilda, live in Palo Alto, California. They have three sons, William B. Gould V, Timothy
Gould, and Edward Gould.

William B. Gould IV was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on June 28, 2022.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with William B. Gould IV was conducted by Julieanna L. Richardson on June 28,
2022, in Stanford, California, and was recorded on 12 uncompressed MOV digital video files. Law professor
William B. Gould IV (1936 - ) served as chair of the National Labor Relations Board from 1994 to 1998, where he
helped to negotiate the end of the 1994-95 Major League Baseball strike, and chair of the California Agricultural
Relations Board from 2014 to 2017. He has taught at Stanford Law School since 1972.

Restrictions

Restrictions on Access
Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.
Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms
This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.
Persons:

Gould, William B., IV
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Richardson, Julieanna L. (Interviewer)
Hickey, Matthew (Videographer)
Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Gould, William B., IV--Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)
The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Stanford Law School

Occupations:

Law Professor

HistoryMakers® Category:

LawMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with William B. Gould IV, June 28, 2022. The
HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
[linois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid
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A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The

HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the

interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage

Video Oral History Interview with William B.
1:29:43 ?

Video Oral History Interview with William B.
2:32:327

Video Oral History Interview with William B.
3:32:44 7

Video Oral History Interview with William B.
4:28:42 7

Video Oral History Interview with William B.
5:29:19°?

Video Oral History Interview with William B.
6:31:44 ?

Video Oral History Interview with William B.
7:28:49 7

Video Oral History Interview with William B.
8:31:21 7

Video Oral History Interview with William B.
9:28:43 7

Video Oral History Interview with William B.
10:29:42 ?

Video Oral History Interview with William B.
11:32:23 ?

Video Oral History Interview with William B.
12:24:04 ?

Gould IV, Section A2022 069 001 001, TRT:
Gould IV, Section A2022 069 001 002, TRT:
Gould IV, Section A2022 069 001 003, TRT:
Gould IV, Section A2022 069 001 004, TRT:
Gould IV, Section A2022 069 001 005, TRT:
Gould IV, Section A2022 069 001 006, TRT:
Gould IV, Section A2022 069 001 007, TRT:
Gould IV, Section A2022 069 001 008, TRT:
Gould IV, Section A2022 069 001 009, TRT:
Gould IV, Section A2022 069 001 010, TRT:
Gould 1V, Section A2022 069 001 011, TRT:

Gould IV, Section A2022 069 001 012, TRT:
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